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1 By the King. 4% 
a PROCLAMATION 
F or Regulating the Colours to be worn on Merchants Ships. 


CHARLES R. 
WELD ANNE rieas by ancient Uſage no Merchants Ship ought to bear the Jack, which is 
daz Diſtinction appointed kor His Majeſties Ships; Neverthelels, His Majeſty 
is infozmed, That divers of His Majelties Subjects have of late pzeſumed to wear 
4 Dis Pajeſties Jack on board their Ships employed in Merchants Affairs ; and 
uky thinking to evade the Puniſhment due foz the lame, bear Jacks in Shape and 
e mürture of Colours, (o little different from thoſe of His Majeſty, as not to be 
DAE without difficulty diſtinguilhed therefrom ; Which practice is found attended 
| he with manifold Jnconveniences : Foz pzevention whereof foz the future, His 
Majesty hath. thought fit, with the Advice of His Pꝛivy Council, by this His 
Royal Pꝛoclamation, ſtrictly to Charge and Command all His Subjects whatſoever, That from 
hencefo2th they do not pꝛelume to wear His Majeſties Jack, (commonly called, The Union Jack) 
inany of their Ships oz Ueſſels, without particular Warrant foz their lo doing from His Majeſty, 
ozthe Lord High Admiral of England, oz the Commiſſioners foz erecuting the Office of Lozd 
=o Admiral foz the time being; And His Majeſty doth hereby further Commend all His Loving 
u ——9 That without luch Warrant as afozelaid, they pzeſume not to wear on board their Ships 
£2 Geſlels, any, Jacks made in imitation ok His Maieſties ; o2 any other Flags, Jacks, oꝛ Enfigns 


whatſoever , then thoſe uſually heretokoze worn on Merchants Ships, viz. The Flag and Jack 
White, with a Red Croſs, (commonly called, Saint George's Croſs) paſſing quite thzough the lame; 
And the Enſign Rev, with the like Croſs in a Canton White at the upper Cozner thereof next to the. 


Staff. | | 
And His Majeſty doth hereby require the principal Officers and Commiſſioners ok His Navy, 
Governours of His Fozts and Caſtles, the Officers of His Cuſtoms, and Commanders oz-Officers of 
any of His Majeſties Ships, o2 upon their meeting with, 62 otherwiſe obſerving any Merchants Ships 
92 Ueſſels of His Pajeſties Subjects wearing ſuch a Flag, Jack, oz Enſign- contrary hereunto ,. 
whether at Sea, oꝛ in Pozt, not onely to cauſe. ſuch Flag, Jack, oꝛ Enſign to be fozthwith Seiſed, but 
to Return the Names of the laid Ships and Ueſſels, together with the Names ok their reſpective 
Maſters, unto the Lozd High Admiral, Lozds-Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 02 the Judge of the 
High Court of Admiralty koz the time being, to the end the perſons Offending may be duely- Puniſhed 


fo: the fame. f | 
And His Mateſty doth hereby Command and Enjoyn the Judge and Judges of the High Court of 
Admiralty koꝛ the time being, that at the ſeveral Seſſions to be hereafter held by His Majeſties Com⸗ 
miſſion of Oyer and Terminer fox the Admiralty, they give in Charge, that ſtrict enquiry be made of all 
Offences in the Pꝛemilles, and that they caule all offenders therein to be duely puniſhed : And all 
Uice-Admirals, and Judges of Uice-Admiralties, are allo to do the lame, and to attend the due obler⸗ 
vation hereof. within the ſeveral Poꝛts and places ok their relpective Pꝛecincts. . 


Given at Our Court at Mhitehall the Eighteenth: day of September 1674. in the Six and twentieth Vear of 
Our Reign. | a aud | Kt | 
By His Majeſties Command. 
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